New Development:

EXPANSION PLANS AT HACKERS GOLF PARK WITH THE CLUBHOUSE BY AMY GEMMEL

fter years of strategic planning and market research the

owners of Hackers Golf Park have decided to expand

their business with ‘The Clubhouse’. The 42,000
square foot family entertainment center will add laser tag,
arcades, full restaurant, and bowling in all varieties. Projected to
open to the public by the fall of 2010, the owners of Hackers
Golf Park could not be more excited.

“When we opened the original golf practice range facility
in 1998, it was always our intent to continue adding to the
park,” said Darin Van Tassell, owner. “We are now poised to
initiate our most aggressive addition to date. Our latest effort
constitutes what is likely to be one of the single largest private
entertainment additions in the history of Southeast Georgia.
After several years of strategic planning and design work, we are
finally ready to build The Clubhouse.”

The Clubhouse will serve as a much needed family
entertainment outlet in a region where most families travel
long distances to participate in these types of activities. With
20 lanes of state-of-the-art bowling, four private bowling lanes,
and even several mini-bowling lanes, The Clubhouse plans to
be the bowling hub for leagues throughout the area. If bowling
becomes tiring, the 3,000 square foot laser tag course, Ballocity
play set, or the high-tech video gaming area is a viable option
for all ages.

After a long day of play at The Clubhouse, the 160 seat
restaurant offers a variety of meal options that is far above the
average bowling alley repertoire. With a minor league baseball
stadium feel throughout, The Clubhouse’s restaurant will
resemble that of a coach’s box, or V.I.P. area. Brick and wrought
iron accents throughout the facility enhance the ballpark feel,
evoking a sense of outdoor play indoors.

“When you walk into the front door, there will definitely
be a wow factor,” said Van Tassell. “There will be huge digital
screens behind the bowling lanes. We can put any video and
audio that we want on them, from football games to concerts.
It will almost feel like a laser light show inside. And of course,
the furnishings will be very, very nice and contemporary.”

To prepare for The Clubhouse, a market feasibility study
was performed by Amusement Entertainment Management
(AEM) in June 2007. Asked to evaluate the Statesboro-
Bulloch County market, AEM was able to determine if a
family entertainment center would be a viable business for the
area, as well as looking at what attractions would be the most
profitable and popular for the area.

According to Van Tassell, AEM “carefully analyzed” the
demographic composition of the Statesboro-Bulloch County

region and compared
it to similar regional
markets throughout the
country.  “Their findings
have been based upon
actual performance data
gathered from hundreds of
entertainment based centers,
adjusted for market factors
prevalent within the region.
AEM rated this project
as having the appropriate
return to warrant development in the area,” said Van Tassell.

The Clubhouse looks to fill the void of family entertainment
venues in the Statesboro-Bulloch County area. Many outlets
in the area are seasonally based, or only cater to a certain age
group. “The beauty of a family entertainment center such as
The Clubhouse is that it offers an alternative activity for all
ages,” said Van Tassell.

Aside from all of the entertainment aspects of The
Clubhouse, the facility will be looking for up to 160 new
employees. According to the executive director of the
Development Authority of Bulloch County, Peggy Chapman,
the opening of The Clubhouse will have the impact of a “very
large retail operation” opening in the area. “The resulting job
creation will be great for this area. In times like these, the
addition of new jobs for our residents is a great thing,” said
Chapman.

Hackers Golf Park, upon the completion of The Clubhouse,
will have four separate entertainment sectors. The golf range
at Hackers has been ranked among the Top 100 Golf Ranges
by Golf Range Magazine for the past 10 years. The Twin Falls
miniature golf course has also played host to the 2002 Harris
Cup National Miniature Golf Championship sponsored by
Harris Miniature Golf.

Encompassing over 30 acres the golf range, Twin Falls
miniature golf course, ATEC batting cage facilities, and The
Clubhouse make up the separate but equal areas of Hackers
Golf Park. The Clubhouse will be another yet another reason
to visit the beautiful Statesboro-Bulloch County area.

The Clubhouse is scheduled to open in late September of
this year, and is sure to draw many to the area. AsVan Tassell
said, “This place really is going to knock your socks off”

For more information regarding any of the facilities at Hackers Golf
Park check out the website: www.hackersgolfpark.net
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