


manufacturers roundtable:  baseball batting cages

a trend for long enough, that it has now 
created a void of traditional batting cages.  
As a result, it has created an excellent 
opportunity for golf ranges to add a 
batting cage and see high numbers of 
customers and revenues.  The demand is 
still there, and people are still looking for 
batting cages that are open to the public 
and available for walk-up use.

3Since you have this platform 
to talk with owners, opera-
tors and general manag-
ers of golf ranges/learning 

centers, FEC’s and even public golf 
course owners, what would you 
like to communicate to them about 
the advantages of not only adding 
a batting cage system but why your 
particular company is well-placed 
to be considered for such business.

Doug Spray from Automated 
Batting Cages Inc.: Batting cages 
have  proven themselves to be successful 
additions to an existing business, 
and  profitable as a stand-alone business.  
The last few years have been more 
challenging to find a good location at a 
cost effective price.  You can cut through 
a lot of red tape and have an easier 
time with approvals and permitting with 
indoor cages.   Also, they generally have 
the same advantages as other existing 
facilities with the reduced start-up costs.  
However, the high overhead must be 
addressed with additional revenue sources.  
With any new Family Fun Centers or 
FEC’s batting cages are automatic.  

They may not be the largest revenue 
source, but they do draw a specific 
clientele that brings cross over business 
to the other attractions.  The cities, Park 
& Recreation Departments, and military 
bases are prime entities for batting 
cages since they can use existing property, 
that is just growing grass or collecting 
rain, and turn that into revenue generators 
for cash starved programs.  Since most are 
paid for through operating budgets, they 
start out with  reduced or no debt with 
the project.   Obviously I am partial to 
the ABC equipment, but truly believe 
we provide the very best equipment and 
customer service available in this unique 
industry.   This is supported with the 
fact that virtually every multiple-location 
entertainment business in this country use 

ABC.  Many of the major entertainment 
equipment companies that supply  go 
karts, build miniature golf courses, 
and other attractions will recommend 
ABC to their customers.    Engineers 
and contractors that have worked with 
us will steer future business our way 
because of the design of the cage and the 
performance of our equipment.   They 
want their customers to be happy with 
the recommendation.  Customers will ask 
me what makes our equipment different 
from other companies.   My answer is 
simple, it works.  We don’t have retrieval 
system  issues; we don’t have machine, 
electronic, or other performance issues.  
It just works, as anyone should expect it 
to.  That is the strength of ABC and a goal 
we take great pride in.  

Joe Giovagnoli from Master 
Pitching Inc.: There are several 
advantages to adding a batting cage to a 
new or existing facility.  First and foremost, 
there is a demand.  League participation 
numbers are strong and that trend does 
not look to be changing anytime soon.  
Anytime there is strong league play, you 
have a large customer base that will be 
looking for a batting cage to go and 
practice.  Second, with the trend towards 
training centers that I mentioned earlier, 
there are, on average, far fewer traditional 
coin-operated cages than there have been 
in a long time.  Like most everything else, 
the installation of new batting cages is 
cyclical.  Currently it is at a point in the 

cycle that is full of excellent opportunities 
for operators.  Lastly, with the current 
economic climate, people are spending 
more of their disposable income at home.  
This has led to strong revenues for local 
entertainment and recreational facilities.  
People are more than willing to support 
local businesses that provide them with 
good, clean family fun.

As a company in the batting cage 
industry, Master Pitching Machine, Inc. 
is unique in that we manufacture and/
or supply everything for your batting 
cage from our factory in Kansas City, 
Missouri.  You will not have to worry 
about sourcing parts of your cage (piping 
and fittings for example) from another 
vendor.  We provide a full package for 
you.  We are a family owned and operated 
business that has been in the pitching 
machine and batting cage industry since 
1952.  Given our history in the industry, 
and the fact that we do not rely on 
outside vendors for the manufacture and 
supply of our equipment, we are in an 
excellent position to not only supply 
new equipment in a timely and accurate 
fashion, but to also supply the industry’s 
finest customer support.  It is an excellent 
time to consider batting cages, and we are 
here to help you in any way that we can.

For additional information on batting 
cages contact Doug Spray at doug@
battingcages.com  or Joe Giovagnoli at 
info@masterpitch.com  ●

Tex-Net Involved at Barclay’s Classic in New Jersey
When the Barclay’s Classic came to town…Paramus, New Jersey to be exact, 
Tex-Net got the call. John Scarperia, president of Tex-Net reports, “We 
installed a temporary net 800 feet long by 40 feet to 75 feet to knock 
down the the 300 yard plus drives.”  Arriving at the new Liberty 
National Golf Course the week before the FedEx Cup event, Tex-Net also 
helped out with all the materials for the temporary banner billboards installed 
on the New Jersey turnpike.
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